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Government Contracts Compliance Guidelines
Issued

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP has for the last several years
participated, along with Ernst & Young, in the generation of an
integrated database of guidance providing federal procurement
contractors and subcontractors with a clear path to compliance. The
Open Compliance and Ethics Group (OCEG) has recently released
the public exposure draft of the Government Contracts Domain and
will accept comments on the draft through October 15. OCEG, a
non-profit organization, provides common governance, risk
management and compliance tools in a web based framework on a
variety of disciplines, including the specialized area of government
contracts, that can be followed to assess risks and then design and
evaluate controls to ensure compliance. These compliance metrics
help companies with measurements to ensure that performance
aligns with company objectives. The Guidelines are all online with a
searchable database that provides ready access to key legal requirements, clearly related practices to
aid in compliance, and tools to make the process easier.

OCEG worked with MLA as legal editors and Ernst & Young as business editors, with both being the
principal authors of the Guidelines. They were supported by an Advisory Group from the government
contracts industry in scoping out and commenting on the drafts.

MLA senior partner Ray Pushkar, who authored the legal requirements part of the domain, stated in the
OCEG press release on September 5 that billions of federal tax dollars are appropriated each year to
fund government contracts and whether companies plan to enter the arena or wish to continue in this
arena depends on compliance with numerous statutes, regulations, and policies of the federal
government. He related OCEG Guidance offers a clear, concise roadmap to the maze of contracting
requirements.

Brian Simmons, National Leader of Ernst & Young’s Government Contract Services practice, related
that any organization that receives funds from the federal government should be intimately familiar with
the nuances of procurement. Companies must have a firm understanding of the regulations and their
interpretation. The OCEG Domain was developed to provide companies with a broad understanding of
the compliance requirements.

Alan Chvotkin, Senior VP of the Professional Services Council and a member of the Advisory Group,
related that there are thousands of companies as primes and subs and that today, each contractor has
to search through myriad sources to determine which regulations apply and what steps must be taken
to meet those requirements. He further stated that the OCEG Guidelines will be an invaluable tool for
any company, regardless of experience level to navigate the federal contracting rules.

MLA has been most pleased to have participated in this worthy effort and encourages all to visit the
OCEG web site, www.oceg.org, and to contact MLA for compliance questions and initiatives they are
considering.
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